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PREACHED 


Before: the. 


QUEEN 


On Wedneſday, March 22. 1692. 
Being the Fourth. (Wed in LENT. 


1By F. LAMBE; Rethor of Wheathanſtead 
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o:% Vs _—_— > 


in- Hersfordjbi re, and Chaplain in Orditary to 
Their "MAJESTIES. " 


ED ———— 


PubliGed by Her Majeſty's Specſal Command. - 
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LONDON, @ 


wand S Head in St. Pauls Church-Yard, 169 3. 
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Preach'd before the 


QUEEN. 
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wen unto. 145 EX exceeding: great and pre- 
ix: Y es, "that by Fa, might be - parta- 
kets of the Divine Nature, baving eſcaped the 
C Om that is in the World through Luft. 


OG HAT we may .be_ Parfakers of the 
Nature of God! why were we not 
- alwaysſo? Was not this the DiftinCti- 
3 \ on, the Effential Difference of Man, 
z Thai he was: made i in the Image, and after the Like- 
| neſs of God? ( Gen. 1: 26.) And was not this 1- 
E- mage of God, or the Freedom of our Choice, 
| A 3 the 
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the Holineſs of ovir Will, and all the Tmprefions 


of univerſal Righteouſneſs upon our Minds; 
| were not theſe, I fay, ſupported by Laws, and 
defended .by ſuch; Afliftancesi as were fuficitgt 
to preſerve them ? 


Whence is it then that Man, the only Being up- | 


on Earth that underſtands himſelf, ſhould be al- 


ſo the only Being that Rebels againſt the Law. 
of his Greatton 2-;T hat he of alt the.refi ſhould: 
Degenerate, ,and become:the Contempt and Scorn. 


of Nature ? 
What ſhall we ſay? Has. Providence over: 


look'd us? Has God forgotten us? Has He neg- 


-  Iefted the moſt Excellent Part of the Viſible Cre- 
ation, for whoſe. ſake the reſt were made. and 
fuffered i it-to be-Loſt ?* No furely -For His K 
dem-tuleth over all; and He apo: all. "ng þ 
the word of his Power; (Heb."r. "SS 


But Peccability, or-thatwe may Chuſe arnifs, i is 
implied in our Power of Chufing ;. and this, this 


Idberty, ; by us. abuſed; 'is the only. Catile" «| out 
Miſery; our Shame, and Ruine: 
For, notwithſtanding all the-Advant __Y in- 


ward Impr and outward Revelation” yet 
the Generality of Menz by a. Conftant Converſa- 
tion. with Senſual-Obje&s, deſtroy their Reaſon, 


and. coerupe their Vertue, till their very Nature 
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is' is Changed, till they are ſunk and loft in an In- 

ferlour;: Wretched, Brutal Life. 
.-2Bat God,' who confiders” our fr ame, and remembers 
that'we are but Men, (Pal. 103. 14. ) looks down 
upon uswith Compaſſion, Invites us to return to 
our ſelves again4 to our primitive Integrity, to 
| all the Beauty of our firſt Creation ; and encou- 
es our :Endeavours by the Manifeſtation of 
elf; His Power and Glory to us , (ver. 2.) by 
Additional Rewards, by excteding great and prect- 
015, Prom —_— the Goſ pel of His Son. Whereby, 
(cor by: twen unto 1s exceeding great and 
| we by theſe, { by the Power 
| and-Efficacy:of theſe- -upon our Min $) we may be 

' partakers. of -the Divine Nature, baving eſcaped the 

Corruption that is 'in the World through Luft. 

Upon which Words, that Þ may diſcourſe with 
| the greater Plainneſs'and* Advantage, I ſhall en- 
deavour. to reduce their Senſe, their whole Inten- 
| us into theſe following Propoſitions. 


© L. Firſt; That the .Chie Defip on of the Goſpel of 
T Saviour is, to make 5 artakers x the Nature of 
od. 


IE Serontily; That- the only Means to attain this 
| End, or the only Way to partake of *the Nature of God, 
 teto fo ofeae the Corruptions " the World, through Luft. 
III. TY 
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NI. Thirdly and Laftly ,; -Thit #4 nn 
great anl precious Promiſes,; ich this: m7 HalyGo-. - 


Feel bath aſſured to oll who comply- with its Dfgn, þ 


are a ſufficient. Motive to us, to ftrive with. all. ovr 


Heart , to eſcape; the Corruptions the- World ” the 
we may partake of- the Nature of Gat 


| Tbegin with the Firſt of . theſe, [7 
- 1], That the Chief. Deſign. of: the Goſdil of our Se 
miour is, to make us Fart - ws cog 09,5 
Whereby are given; ante) 16. exceeding : great 
cious Promiſes, that-b theſe,, gc parks ul ey 


- to. this Intent, that,)\We of the 
Nature. "Thi ing, provo prov Lrow as An 
and a ſtedfaſt 'Ex of theſe Rewards, we 


may aſpire with. all: 6ar. Heart ,-after a. Parti 
ior of; the Nature 6f:God.. - )\/ i. + + 
And for the ClearezDemonſirationiof: chime 
uſeful Truth, ſhallbrdly: proceed in. this fol- 
_ Method::. | 
. Firſt, 7 ſhall take « view of the Nature of 


God in gener NEEP Gude "bahy Coo- 


on, 
ak 2. Secondly. foal emf in hes CY 
and under whot. en 
2 may be fas pore te: Nature of | 
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= Thirdly, and Laſtly, 7 fhal do fo 
make it manifeſt, That thus to partake of the Nature 


: 7 God, according to. our Capacity , is the Ultimate 


| and the Chief Deſign f the Chriſtian Inſti- 
tation. 

1. Firſt, 1 ſhall take a view of the Nature of 
God in general , as far as it falls under our Con- 
ceprion. 

It 1s true indeed, the Divine Hypoſtafes, or the 
naked -Eflence of God, is far above out of our 


| Reach; the more we- pry into it , the more we 


ſhall be ſenfible of our Ignorance, our Vanity, 
and Raſhneſs. We may Confound and Tire our 
Reaſon, but ſhall never Maſter and Subdue the 
Object. There is no Proportion between the No- 
tion and the Faculty. No bounded Underſtand- 
ing can lay hold upon Infinity ; no-Created Be- 
ing can trace the Footſteps of Eternal Ages, or 
fix his Thoughts upon a vaſt Immenſity , without 
Repulſe, without Confufion. And therefore in 


' our Contemplation of God, the firſt Diſtin&, and 


Clear Conception that we frame, is this, That 
He is Incomprehenſible. | 
But however, though our Mind is unequal to 
the Attributes of God ; though we cannot con- 
tain or enjoy them, in their Infinite Degrees ; 
yet by thoſe little Glimmerings of Reaſon, by 
thoſe 
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thoſe Powers of .inferring one thing . from- ano- - 
ther, which we find in our ſelves , we certainly 
Know, in general , -that He who is.:the Spring, 
the Principle, and Original of all Exiſtence, from 
whom they derive, and in whom they reſolve, is 
Himſelf endued with all Poſlibilities of Happi- 
neſs and Perfe&tion. For what can be hid. from 
His Knowledge, or kept from his Poſſeſſion, who 
is the Cauſe of Al things? + - 41 

God therefore is but One, Exiſting of Him- 
ſelf, intirely Independent, and under no- Con- 
troul ; His Being 1s Unchangeable, his Know- 
ledge: is Infinite, and his Duration is. Eternal : 
He fills all Places with ' his Preſence, and over- 
rules all ſecond Cauſes by an Almighty Power. 
His Will is always-Pore and. Holy, as it is Ab- 
ſolate and Free, determined to the beſt-and wi- 
ſeſt Ends, and managed by the moſt perfe& Wit- 
dom, Juſtice, Truth, and Goodneſs. His De- 
crees are Uncontroulable, the beſt in - their De- 
fign, certain in their Event , without Poſſibility 
of 111 Succeſs. | 

Theſe, and all things elſe that are better than 
their. Contraries, are bound up in, and Inſepara- 
ble from the Notion of God, who 1s Infinite in 
all PerfeQtions. 


I'O 


- 2. But 
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$er:115 Be this be. he Ne of God, gran 
&.i it or - 146, + fipor,, 0 nful, rail an 
morta fo —_— of it « 1 Ada this 1s 
the Second Thing to be Confidered. 

| And by. the Account which has been given of 

the Nature of Gbd,. it appears, That ſome of his 
Attributes are ſo Abſolute a Property , ſo Eſſen- 
tial to the Deity, that they cannot be Imparted : 
The Exiſt intirely and ſolely in Himſelt. 
hat more than One ſhould be ON E., or Firſt, 

or - Self-exiſtent, the Cauſe of all things, Infinite, 
or Immenſe, 1s a Contrgdidion. Theſe, and 
ſome others, admit of. no Degrees, and are there- 
fore Incormmunicable.. -. _ 

| But however, there is ſomething of God in 
the very Nature of Man, Eſſential to us, and In- 
ſeparable from us, which no other Part of the 
Viſible World can boaſt of. 

For we move from our ſelves, in ſome degree, 
as God does; we act for the ſake of ſuch Ends, 
as we our ſelves propoſe. . We Reaſon, Judge, 
Refle&, and are truly ſtyled a Conſcious Being. 
We penetrate the Dimenſions of our Little World, 
and our Soul 1s preſent every where within her 
Bounds. And-thus the humane Nature Reſem- 
bles the Divine ; 


Exemplumg; Dei mo col in Imagine parva. 
But 
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But this Affimilation-is neceſfary, - it is Taſe 
rable--from our Nature, and therefore ITY 
the Subje&-matter of Law. Wherefore ther, 
by a Participation of the _—_ = when 
it is urged upon us 'as a ſed as a 
worthy End, we underſtand a. Hint herds, 
an imperfe& Imitation of thoſe Divine pnrvck 
ons, which are- Abſolute: yo God, but yet 
are Competent in 2 Good D hol th Rea- 
ſonable Creatures ; "Competent, hy not Neceſla- 
ry, or Effential to us:'for then there would have 
been no Room for Choice or Vertue. '' 

And thus, if we-had not been wanting to our 
ſelves, we might have preſerved, ad; the 
Grace of God, we may yet recover a Nair Pro- 
portion of the Purity of His Mind, and the Ho- 
lineſs of ' his 'Will; of this "Wikom and Provt- 
| dence, of His Mercy and Juſtice, of His Truth 
and Goodneſs, with. which our Nature was en- 
_ ; and from which we ſo unkappily 
61 | 

And this is the Participation of the Nature of 
| God, which is made our in the Text; It 
is the Imitation of thoſe moſt Excellent Rules, 
by which he Governs the Freedom' of his Choice, 
and Exerciſes "= vaſt, unbounded __ 
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It is a good degree of that Univerſal Righte- 
oufnefs, which diredts the Diſpenſations of 
His Providence, and knits them: all together into 
the moſt Excellent Order and Agreement. And 
thus *tis xyrwric f 2a; giorcs, a Participation of the 
Diſpofition of God, an Imitation of His Way, 
and manner of aQing. It is to govern our ſelves 
In our narrow Sphere of Aion, and in all Re- 
lations, according to His Example and Command. 
It is to ſubdue our Will to His, our Inclinations 
and Imperfet Reaſonings, to His moſt perfe& 


M of ay ding. 

" Forit 5a only to do what He Commands,but 
to Preferr it , to Love and Chuſe our Duty ; to 
be united to it, and in our Proportion and Capa- 
city, to be what the Law Requires. To a& by 
the ſame Principle, to move by the ſame Spirit, 
to entertain the ſame Opinions of what is Good 
and Evil, and in every thing to Conform our 
felves to his moſt perfe&t Reaſon. This is to 
partake of the Nature of God. f 

' And, according to this Account, it is expreſſed 
m Scripture, by His [mage, and His Likeneſs, (Gen. 
1. 26.) and this —_ of God upon our Souls, - 
is explained by Knowledge, (Col. 3. 10.) By Hol:- 
neſs of Life , ( Epheſ. 4.24: ) By the Mind and 
Diſpoſition of God, (Phil. 2. 5.) And, finally, To 


abide 


ltd etch... odihrcis; 


abide in the "Fakes: pry in the Son, is Per EL the 5. 
Pray 'of- _ which they IE beard, and had. been 
t om-the Beginning, (1 ohn-2.,.2 

"I gf as - for a = = -: wich 
Pin 1c a more Myſterious Union between. the 
Souls of pious Men, and: God, they are Hot UN 
desſtood-.as Declarations of- our Duty -, . 3k » 
but rather as the Rewards of a great - 
and a-zealous Vertue ; or of thoſe Divine 
and Pleaſures, which will fillthe Minds of tho 
who thus unite themſelves to God.. "That i is the 


Second. - 
LY Ly oroceal to the Third: and Laft Particu- 
"Gs 2nd Hall endeavour. to mmake-it 
That thus to partake of the Nature: of God, ac- 
cording t6'0ur Capacity,"is the Ultimate E ond the 
Chief -Defign of - the Chriſtian Inſtitutio ; Wherely 
ore given-unto 15 exceeding great and-p1 Promi- 
| ſes, that, (or for this End that) by v4 (by the 
ow force of 1 great Rewards) we may be Par- 
akers/of the Divine Nature. - 
he ici then it ſelf, is a Body of Princi- 
pls and Rules'of Life, for the Reſtoration of 
ur Nature to. a Participation of the Nature of 
God And the Promiſes annexec .are-made fub- 
ſervient to this,. as to their Laft- = That by 


"It 


ye we my be Partakers f the Nature of God.. 
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. It was: the Loſs of. our firſt Integrity, by un- 
reaſonable Will, and vicious Appetites ; It was 
our falling fhort of the Glory, and defacing the 
Image of God upon our Souls, which was the Oc- 
caſion of our Saviour's Manifeſtation in the World, 
That: He, the Seed of the Woman, might break the 
Serpent's bead, ( Gen. 3.15.) That by Him our 
Loſs might be repaired, our Bruiſes healed, and 
our Decayes recovered. . fc; £7! 

There can be therefore no Diſpute, but His de- 
. fign 15 to deſtroy thoſe Wicked and Ungodly Ha- 
1 bits, in which our Miſery ,Confifts, and to re- 
/ ſtore us. to.the' Government of our Reaſon, and 
' the Image of God again, which was our Original 
C Felicity. - Eo - | 

* The Goſpel of our Saviour 1s Salvation, Health, 
and Redemption to Mankind. ; but we are not 
capable of Safvation any other way, but by the Re- 
_ formation of our Manners, and the Raifing of our 

Nature opt of that Degenerate Condition' it is in, 
to-a Conformity with the Life of God. ih 

For we cannot be happy but ' in the way of 
our Nature. - And therefore if our [Saviour had 
redeemed-us from; the Guilt and Puniſhment: of 
our Sins, and not from our Iniquity, (which 'can- 
not be ſuppoſed ) yet even this would have bcen 

no great Adwtoge ; It could not propentye bi 
ca 
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called., the bringing wy: Sh tous; Beoanſe 
weſhould have been the ſame Imperfe&, Wretch- 
ed Beings ſtill, that we were before. 

Thus Reaſon will perſwade, That to. ſave | a. 
Man,  is/to'reſtore him to the Perfeftion of His 
Nature. 

But. why ſhould we Confider the - Probabilit 
of the thing in reaſon, when the Religion'it ſe 
declares its own defign ſo plainly, That it is Im- | 
pathble we ſhould miſtake it. © - 

( 1. ) For the Prophets of old , many Ages be- 

_—_ : was revealen, have repreſented it, as a 
y of. Righteouſneſs, arm be ſeated 7 in the 


inward parts, its Proſelytes from all their 
filth, (0. 31. _—_ 9. 24+) 4 
{ 2. ) And no ſooner had our Saviour Himſelf 
begun o inſtruft the' People in His Religion, but 
He lays down this as His Firſt, His Fundamen- 


4 tal Principle, Except 4 man be born again be cannot 


ce the Kingdom o bh St. John Sand Ferſs 
| jr nor that Hp ay unto Spin * Nature RE 
. Changed,) ye muſt be born again. 

i 3:1); And if we look i ies the Religion it ſel 
. what are all,” or atleaſt the greater Number of. 
the Duties there required, but 'ſo many ſeveral 
Parts of the [mage F God which we have Loſt? © 
Are Eby not the Og of His Mind, the _ 
| Attributes 
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"Actribuiry of: His: Will, and the Methods of His 
Providence, that, by the Praftice of them, we 
may; be perfect as our Heavenly Father is perfetf, 
(St: Matth. 5. ult.) 

(4.) Andare not the Apoſtles particularly care- 
ful'to inſtill this Principle into us, not only in the 
Text, but every where throughout their Epiſtles, 
that, For. this purpoſe the Son of God was mani feſt 
ed, that be might -deſtroy the Works of the Devil ? 
(1 "John 3 . 8.) That this is the Will of God, this 
1s the great deſign of the Goſpel , even your San- 
Fification?:( 1 Thel. 4. 3.) 

' Do they not reſolve the: Subſtance of Chriftia- 

nity into this, "That we be followers of Gol, (Eph. 
5.1.) That wee Holy as God is Holy, (1 Pet.1.20. ) 
'That i we bive beard Him, and learn'd Him, - as 
the truth-is/in Jeſus, we ſhall put off the OI1 Man, 
which is Corrupt , anJ be renewed, transformed, in - 
the Spirit ' of of our Mimd; and put "on the New M. an, 
which is Created a Lie God i in n Kg and Hol:- 

hef. 4 


KF "/ Hþ Fo ws 
nd are ook all tos A ritinge who have 
WE 9, themſelves to the Dire&tion of their Re- 
ligion, are they not ſaid to be new Created ? (Eph. 
| 2.16.) To be new Begotten? (1 Joh. 5. 18.) To 
N= be Joyned to the Lord, Adopted into His Family, and 
| ; t9 
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to hecome bis Children: ? (1 Cor. 6. 17) Joh.17.24. 
Rom. 8. 16.) 

This then is the ſpecific Difference of Chrifti- 
anity, that it reftities our Nature, and cleanſes. 
245 throughout, in Botly, Soul, and Spirit. | 

And therefore if we are not thus renewed. in 
Every Point, we may affume the Name, 
truth, We are not Chriſtians. - For the Fi Paindbaiee 
of God, , fays the Apoſtle, ftandeth ſure , and bas 

Seal, wr 2a: one — _— the Name of 
Chri att from Inzguity, (2 Tim. 2. 19. 

£5 Fi upon whom the Goſpel has "B this 
Effet, He whoſe Nature. is not changed, and 
whoſe Mind is not. renewed, is not 
Foundation. He is in the fame Condition, at the 
preſent, as He would have been, if our Saviour 
never had appeared. For He is a Saviour only 
to thoſe who obey Him, (Heb. 10.) - 

__ And thus it appears , That the End of the 

Promiſes, and of- all that our Saviour. did and 


- | taught, is F.-* That we may be Partakers of the 


And this 1s the Firſt, and the 
ion in the Text. 


Mane of, 


this 


: out. 1d "© 


I proce to the Confideration of the Second ; 
namely'this "Us, 


- I a That the only Means to attain this 
End, or the only Way to partake of the Nature of God, 
Li to eſcap the Corruptions that are in the World, thro 

ving E Bfeoed, or by the means of 'Eſca- 
b- the Corruptions of the World, we may be Par- 
takers of the Divin: Nature, This is the plain 
Conſtrufion of the Words, and thus much they 
Import, at leaſt; That the Corruptions of the 
World, and'the Nature of God, are Incompati- 
ble; they cannot ſubfift in the ſame Sub- 
jet; that we muſt be free from the one, before 
we cart attain the other : That unleſs we > Eſcape 
the Corriptions of the World, we cannot , but 
if we do Eſcape them, we ſhall attain ; by the 
Grace of God, to a Partici articipation of His Na- 
rure. 

By the World, we underſtand, The Pleaſures and 
Allurements: of It; or thoſe Grateful Satisfa&ti- 
- that it yields to onr Infertour , Senſual De- 
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© By the Corruptions s of the World we underſtand, "Y 
Thoſe vicious and deſtruftia © Habits, which we we 
have brought upon our ſelves by an Over-value,. 
and an Inordinate Enjoyment of it. Or thoſe ili il 
Effets, . which theſe. Terrene and, Senſual Plea- 
ſures have, had.upon-us,- an that they. have-i 
{ed upon our Reaſpn, ;Corrupted our. lategpity,. 
and Depraved our:Nature. .... 

\ The Soundneſs. of- the Mind- confifts.; in. this, 
That we preſerve the. Authority. ;of our Reaſog,, | 
that we. Judge, and. Chuſe., __ Love,: and Eg-- 
joy, according to the. Value: of - the.Objet 3 ..the 
Nature-of the Thing, and the Command.of -Gad- 
That all our Faculties, fulfill their Ead., ns per- 
fect their Defign ; That we. all,our Genu- 

ine Defires, A 2 improve.in all our Intereſts. 

But. to. exceed "theſe Meafures, . to negleR- our. 

eateſt Good, to. make no,uſe.. of: ur; Nobleft. 
Pops owers, to. ſtarve our Beſt- Capacities, on. the one. 
hand; and to load and nauſeate our Inferior Ap- 
petites, on: the, other ;. to be. governed-by them, 

and reſolved into them} is the Depravity, the 
Corruption . of a. Reaſonable Creature. The Hu- 
mane Nature, or our Powers of Judging truly, 
of Loving wiſel Y, and of Acting freely, are de- 
ſtroyed.. ; bo 


| before the QUEEN. +1 
- *So that all the ſeveral Inſtances of ſenſual and 
worldly © Pleafyres, that overcome our Reaſon, 
and: gain a* Dominion over: us, are ſtyled in the 
Text, by an eafie Metaphor ,' The Corruption that 
zs in the World, through Luft, or through the Pow- 
er of: Inordinate Defire. —© 7 
* -" Wherefore then; to Eſcape the Corruptions of 
 « the bh 11s to ReQtifie our Judgment, and Re- 
| Form our: Manners;'to Change our Aﬀections, 
= and Flee from all the Baits and Opportunities of 
| Vicious Aftions. To recede from all our former 
Notions of our Happineſs, and fron: all our Con- 
ſequent AﬀeQtions, Defines and Courſe of Life ; 
nd atfain'to'another Senſe of things, to a Right 
Opinion,” to Suitable Defires, to a Chearful:Will, 
and Vigorous Endeavours, Informed and Govern- 
ned by the Will of * God. It is to recover the 
True, the Natural, and the Perfe&t 'Temper-of 
. one Minds, which 1s corrupted by the Pleaſures 
of the World ;*and to enjoy -thoſe Pleafures, for 
the time to come; infuch Degrees and Meaſures, 
as may conſiſt with the Laws of Reaſon, and the 
Safety-of all our Intereſts: 
And though'it is not poffible' for us, to pre- 
ſerve 'our-ſelves in a Continued Courſe, of per- 
fet Health. Though we-cannot - keep the Ba- 
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lance always, and cxatly, even barween the Soul | 
and the Body, in this mperfett State ; Je. we 
- may attain to a perfe&t Soundneſs both of 
' ment and Aﬀettian. We may Reſolve hel Fas 
pinels irito our Duty ; we = both un 
and hate the turpitude of Vice ; We may. frame 
a _ ng Reſolution to Efcape'it ; We may always 
n our Guard ; And. whenſoever we are 
Pattie. 


( Fur in many, things we, all offend, ) we 
cuay Cletſe our fees, EY It, 
by. a true f re Wk, This is ta Eſcape. the Cor- 

uptions of t ang to. the Ure 
ks. Capacity of-a 7 ds. Ina ered 
"And that thus: to Eſcape the Corr ans of the 


World, is the only way to become Partakers of the 
Nature of God, is evident beyond. 

For a State of Rendage D the Corruptions of 
the Warld, is the Senſual, the Brutal Nature, 
that purſues the preſent Appetite without Re- 
ſpeRt.” It is diredtly contrary. to. the Laws. of 

eafon, or the Nature of God, and is therefore 
inconfiſtent with it. 

But to Afﬀert our Liberty, to Eſcape from 
under their Dominion, to thraw off all. thoſe 
evil Habits, which we: have fuperinduced. up- 
on- our r ſelves, will raiſe our Minds again 2 5a 
reſtore 
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= us to the fame Condition we were in 
before. : 

A'Participation of the N; ature of God, is our 
Firſt, and Perfe& wy This we Corra pted 
by- the Pleaſures of the orld ; But if we Efep 
the Corruptions of the World, we Tecover our ſelves 

_ , and are, 4 fago, re-inveſted in the 

Natur of God. We return of Courſe, to all 
= Pleaſures. and Advantages -of our former 

re; 

And thus it a T hat the only way to be- 
come Partakers mon, 7 of God, {4 oy Eſcape 
the Corruption that is in the World, through Luſt. 


'" And this 1s the Second Propoſition. 


I proceed, but very briefly, to the Third and 
Laft, U1Z, 


| MI. That thoſe exceeding great and precious Pro- 
miſes, which are Aſſured to all who compl with the 
Defign- of the Goſpel, and become Partakers of the 
| Nature of God, are a ſufficient Motive to us, to uſe 
the. Means , wh aw = 0: > 0, to E Cape the 
"FE lbg 65 Rewards Pro poſed are & Reaforible 
NN 36 well to purſe the End it ſel as 
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our Ears ,, againſt the uſt Advice of thoſe who 


would perſwade-us,-Lhatiour Senſe is Vitiated, 
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' the Corruptions oh the World, we - may ay partake of-# 


Nature of. :God. 
The olleffions; the Glories,and the Pleaſures of 


the World, are ſo Exceeding grateful-to Cortupt- 
ed Apgeſios. and ſo Conducive to our Miſtaken 


that they prejudice our Minds, ' and ſtop 


and our Pleaſures are Deczitful ; that they are 
Miſchieyous to us at the preſent, and will be Fa- 
tal in the Iſſue. 

And .therefoxe nothing Is, than a poſitive 
Command,” back'd with the Sandtion of the' ſeve- 


reſt Puniſhment, and the Promiſe of a great Re- 


ward ; of Pleaſures far ſuperiour to. thoſe 'we 


"But Ty mon Promiſes angextd:to the - Reli 
gion of . our Saviour, they are ſo Great, ſo Ex- 
cee Preciegs .that they. ought to carry all. be- 
fore em: There is-ni -can-.compare with 

| and therefore, x ſa: 2ave:any S ws we 
all IOrbear,. Or.00,. Or er any thing t we. 
"them, x F "5" Let 
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ble. RTTe 2 EInY: | 
From the ;very moment then , that we Eſcape 
the.C ns of the World, we enter upon ano- 


perfet racks, which ſhall Improve upon us, 

and Continue to ity. | 

- ;It 1s perfected, indeed, in Heaven, but it be- 

Sins on Earth, and we ſhall feel the mighty Ad- 
vantages of the Change, even in this-Imperfe&t 


| For now our Nature. is reſtored, our Infirmities 

' are healed, and our Sins are pardoned ; our Souls 

gre now- op, our Conſcience is at Eaſe, our 

Minds are raiſed, and we may come with Boldneſs 

to the Tbrone of Grace, -(Matth. 1 1. lt.) -Ephel. 3. 

12.) An humble Confidence, and a perfect Love 
baniſh all our Fears, (1 John. 4. 18.) 

We now ſhall paſs from one degree of Grace un- 
to another , till we come to the fulneſs of the Stature 
of - Chrift ; till we are ſettled in a Bleſſed Hope ; till 
our Aſſurance ſhall be full, ( Heb. 6. 11.) Ephel. 


4-I 3) 
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| _ Now we "hall be ner thi Procettien: of. The: 
Holy. Spirit ;. He ſhalldire&t and 4 09 raph mc 


all the Dangefs.of This pre 


ſept Life ; iprevent. 


Temptations, affiſt us in them, and find outs: 
way. for. our Eſcape, (John 16.-1 Cor, LOC13 LY" 
_ Whatſoever we need-ſhall be fupplied ; OY 
ſoever we ask we. ſhall receive , (Mat. 7. uk. 1 x; £9. '' 
whatſoever: we are. capable. of receiving, wweſha 


any, 


(Job 10. 35.) We. are bis: Temples , 
place of Relidence, (1 Cor. 3. 17.) 
ſenſible I auiches of-Unſpea 

Reſolution, what Alacrity of Spi 
fies of Joy, what Irradiations of - 


For. we are united/now:. to ( 


if, what 


ariſe from ſuch a: Preſence of. Ged .| 


Mind !: !.What-a 


_ perfe>Contentation:- in 


- what Hope, what Chearfilneſs in Death! - 
For, indeed, to: Die-is Gaing; (Phil. 1. 21. 
an Improvement ſtill of the Life of God: : -It Orings- 


us to t 


aithful 
(SA 


;Hone Serve. Welt done 
Me en hevike fore 


t: 25. 21.) Into. thoſe Inexpreſſible- 
which Eye: hath - never :feen ,, | 
can & enter into the:hoart 
2: 9.) For.now we ſhall e cloathed upon 


nor ear hes . 
- an t0.Concene, 


inks, 


Bur »x" qanema 


Pleaſures; what . 


Ecfta- 


e, mult needs- 


: the 


Life; | 


&Y" 
as. * 


Y-iF is- 


(x Tor. 
ozh Irmmor- 


tality,. (2 Cor. 5.2.) and poſſeſſed of an. exceeding. 


weight of Ghy,. (2 Cor. 4. 17.): 


Now- 
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Now ſhall all our Faculties be inlarged , and 
Met; for we ſhall ſee bim as he is, and know even 
29196 ive known: (1 John $.'2. 

Here we ſhall converſe for ever with the bs 
1y Angels, with the Pure and Immaculate Spirits 


| of. the Ju, (Heb. 2: 33.) Nay, with God Him- 


ſelf, and our Blefſed Saviour, (St. Fobn 17.) Thiter 
Glories ſhall be now. revealed ; Their Brightneſs ſhall 
- encompals us, and the Returns of our Love and 
Adoration of thern ſhall tranſport us.; in whoſe 
pie e there is fulneſs' of-' Joy, and at whoſe right 
band there are pleaſures for evermore, (Pſal.16.11.) 

Theſe. then are exceeding great and precious Pro- 
miſes ; they 'are the -Srmmum Genus, they are Ab- 
folute and Perfe& ; they are capable of no Im- 
provement , nothing can be added to them, that 
can ſet a greater Value upon- them. 

For are not all things precious, - according as 
th approach to the Nature of God, from whom 
all ty and Goodneſs is derived : ? But are not 
all theſe Promiſes Divine ? Do they 'not aſſure us 
of ' an- Everſiſting. Union 'and Communion with 
Himſelf ? (John 10. 30. 17. 22.) But ſurely there 
is 2 great deal more implied in this, than we are 
able ſo-miichas to coficeive: 
32 For 


\ For why ſhould: yon Uni: of* our Souls with | 
' God; be expreſſed.in..Scripture,. by the. Unity. of 
the thud act Medien (Col: 1. 'L) of the Vine 
and Branches , (.St. John 15. 1.) of. the Soul and 
Bady, 'of the Husband and Wife, (Eph. 5.23.) and 
finally, of God and. our Bleſſed Savipur, (John:17.,) 
Or why ſhould it-be called a Myſtery by St. Paul, 
(Eph. : 32.) if. there was:not lometting 1 in it, 
that 1 is above our humane Underſtanding ? 

And hence it-1s, . that in'the. Meditation u Len - 
thoſe EffeQts | which ray: proceed. from ſi 
perfe&t Sympathy, and an.entire Conſent.of Will 
with God,: we. run..our ſelves, -.ndeed, into the. 
moſt Delightful, . but IndifinS-ſmaginations. To 
 -, Shall we not, then; Eſcape the Corruptions of the 
World ? Shall we net-forbear, or do, or ſuffer any. 
thing, that we anay Entitle our ſelves to theſe ez- 
ceeding great .and firecious Pronuſes...." 

Are our Vices of. Ineſtimable: Value : ? Aa: our 
Gorruptions ſo. e; ſo Neceflary to us, that 


nothing will -pgr wade: us to let [them g92?. Shall 
theſe Unequal, AYa yed,Deceinful, Tranſient, Mixt, 
UuſatisfaQory Pleaſ ures, be : BE in the Balance, 
with a Crown! of , Glogs (4 5. 4.) an Inc 
ble Inheritance, -an Ever| LAG: Kingdom? ?..(1 


OY 


th- 


Shall. 
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"all; a Man be Content to loſe his Intereſt in 
an Eternal Good, and the Greateſt too that he is 
le of Receiving, that he may only enjoy the 
0 v6 a -Frenzy , or the Pleaſures of a 


Al reſent ? 
Wes 0 oahred Proceedings againſt our Common 
Senſe? ? Ae they not fooliſheven to Derifion ? ? 


OSE. 


Leta us: he; rſwaded then ; ; . to ſubmit to the 
Evidence of' Reaſon, and ſacrifice our Vices to 
of aviction of our Conſciences. How can we. 

_ Adore the Goodneſs of God , 'who has 
all us by_exceeding great and ecious Promiſes 
to the TIE of Boks Ce which 4 
themſelves. our -greateſt Good ? . Who has made 
thoſe things our Duty ,, which alſo fit us for the - 
true Enjoyment 0 thoſe Rewards, which are an- 
nexed to our Ob ence * ? 


- Finally, Since our Religion i is our Intereſt, and * 
the Rewards propoſed are ſo tranſcendent, ſo © 
much greater than we our ſelves could have deſi - * 
red, I hope weare all Reſolved;to eſcape the Corrup- 
tions of the World, that we may partake of the Na- -- 
ture. of God. 


We - 
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enough to fill the .pacity of 2: de” lot 

but God, the Inexhauſtible For 0 f-G | 

can yield us 2 ſteady. and a conſtant Satis bl T100. 
But in him there are Infinite, Varieties. of Inde- 
feth Delights ond E His PFqvoury will airs us * 
fre ts;-.an erve-us mm, ,TPeriect State | 
Averlaſting Happineſs. So. 5 


Bok Written by the ſame Authour, and Printed for 
Walter Kettilby. 


> RL, - Dialogue between: a Miniſter and his Perifhinnze, 
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wh; 'A Sermon Preached before the King and Queen at 

ite- Hall, Jan.19. 1689. on Prov. 22. 
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